2 also a form of fiction. These tools are commonly used in ethics education as well as in the development of ethical argument, often constructed to highlight a particular ethical dilemma or point of contention. As such, they give us a starting point to engage with the issues as well as to develop and refine our analyses of the problem; they present the ethical arguments in an immediately accessible form and inspire debate.
The importance of stories in ethics has been recognised by many philosophers [3] [4] [5] as a way of providing a "thick" description of moral cases. The creation of a fictional backdrop helps readers to address ethical issues by allowing us more easily to envision ourselves in the place of another. As Hilde Hein notes in a slightly different context, "(i)mages and characters and… fictitious plots can become so deeply embedded in our lives that they share mental space with personal memories and experiences and, like them, shape our ethical and political convictions" (Hein [6] at p 78). Indeed, the irony underlying the opening quote, that "Words are for truth… Not fiction", is that the very work of fiction in which these words appear, and in which Conchis himself is a fabricated character, itself explores a variety of moral and philosophical questions. While fiction does not always preach a single truth-nor, perhaps, should it-nevertheless, it may be argued that fictional exposition can be a means of attaining understanding. Fiction gives us a way to understand bioethics by creating resonances with personal experiences both real and imagined, engaging emotional and empathic responses to develop moral intuitions, which, once identified, can be analysed in a more structured manner.
Fictional explorations of ethical questions may also serve a broader purpose, raising public awareness of a particular issue. For example, the New York Times bestselling novel My sister's keeper [7] brought the issue of saviour siblings, already the subject of some attention in academic circles, more sharply into the public focus. Nor is this function limited to the written word; the cinematic medium has been the vehicle for many stories relating to bioethical themes, which have exerted subsequent and in some cases significant influence over public opinion. In a survey of the Dutch
